Minutes of the Annual Tilsworth Parish Council (TPC) Meeting
held on Monday 17th May 2021 at 7.30 pm

Present: Chairman P. Rowbotham, Parish Councillors, D. McCormack, S. Pamplin, C Quantrill and Clerk J Martin.
 No Members of the public attended

1. To elect a Chairman of the Council and receive Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

It was RESOLVED that Phil Rowbotham be elected Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year and duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office and agreement to abide by the code of conduct. 

2. To elect a Vice Chairman and receive Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

It was RESOLVED that Declan McCormack be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year and duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office and agreement to abide by the code of conduct. 

3. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Pam Dillamore

4. To receive any declarations of interest from Members in items on the agenda

There were no declarations of interest. 

5. Approval of Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2021 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

6. Receive general correspondence – for information only

The Clerk advised the following:

The offensive email received into the Clerks mailbox has been reported to 101.  Beds Police advise it is a known issue and have forwarded the report to Thames Valley police to record against the existing crime record.
The Clerk has exchanged emails with Chalgrave Clerk regarding the Solar Farm applications at Chalgrave and Tebworth. Chalgrave have advised that their approach regarding the Solar Farms is the same as Tilsworth PC.  No objection to renewable energy but the sites are too big and there are too many within the green belt. Note also that this area is close to a main “transformer” site and will therefore continue to be subject to such applications.
Littering in Dunstable Road.  The Clerk has received a response from McDonalds who advise that now COVID restrictions are lifted they will be resuming litter picking.  They will advise when they will be doing Dunstable Road from the A5 and the Clerk will put any relevant information on Social Media and the website.
Highways issues.  Our point of contact appears to be out of office on a long-term basis.  The Clerk has emailed his Line Manager to hasten the list of issues we have.
Crime Stats for April	02/04/2021:  	1 case of harassment. Details undisclosed 28/04/2021:  
1 case of malicious communication.  Details undisclosed

7. To discuss the Newsletter

It was Agreed that a yearly Newsletter would be sufficient. 
It was noted that not all parishioners necessarily use the internet and therefore could not access a Newsletter if it were online only.
It was Agreed that a village letter drop would be undertaken which would include the Newsletter and the Chairman’s report.  Those Parishioners who wish to receive a hardcopy of future Newsletters and reports will be asked to contact the Clerk and their details will be noted.


8. To discuss and make comments on planning applications received from Central Beds Council

CB/21/00437/FULL:  Amendments to this application. The agent has submitted a Landscape addendum, which seeks to address the concerns of the Landscape Officer, Conservation Officer, Historic England and ROW. The agent has submitted an additional planning statement to explain the changes.

It was Agreed to refer the Planning Officer to the original comments made regarding the Solar Farm

9. To review and appoint Councillor areas of responsibility and representatives on other bodies

It was Agreed that responsibilities would be allocated as per the list below

· Allotments			The Clerk (J Martin)
· Community Hall Assn.	Cllr P Dillamore
· Christmas Lights 		Cllr S Pamplin and Cllr D McMormack
· Focus Group			Cllr P Rowbotham
· Highways – Gateway Project
and Dunstable Rd		Cllr P Rowbotham and Cllr D McMormack
· Newsletter			Cllr P Rowbotham			
· Noticeboard			Cllr S Pamplin

NB: Our thanks go to Sean Brennan and Andy Connor who have stepped down from Christmas tree duties after several years of giving their time to help with this. The PC is looking for anyone willing to help with this in the future.

10. To review and approve inventory of land and assets register

The list of Assets and their values were reviewed and approved subject to changes below

a. It was Agreed to depreciate the value of the village bye law sign and the strimming equipment to zero
b. It was Agreed to depreciate the value of the dog bin to £150.00

It was further Agreed to carry out a costing exercise for 2 new dog bins


11. To review and confirm Insurance Cover and Fidelity Guarantee 

The Insurance policy is reviewed by the Independent Internal Auditor each year and was approved

12. To review and approve council’s complaints procedure 

The complaints procedure was reviewed and approved


13. To review and approve council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998

The procedure was reviewed and approved subject to the change below.

a. The cost for providing hard copies of documented processes and procedures under a FOI request would increase to 20p per sheet

14. To review and approve council’s policy for dealing with the press/media 

The policy was reviewed and approved


15. To determine the dates, time and place of meetings of the council for the ensuing year

It was Agreed that Parish Council Meetings will continue on a monthly basis and will be held on the 3rd Monday of each month with the exception of August when there will be no scheduled meeting

The Clerk will publish the dates on the website and provide a copy for the noticeboard

It is hoped that the meeting room at the Community Hall will still be available to the Parish Council once COVID restrictions allow.  Social distancing requirements currently render the meeting room too small and the large hall is not available.
The Clerk will contact the Community Hall representatives and ask for a meeting to discuss the future relationship with the Parish Council.

The PWLB loan was discussed.

It was Resolved to settle the loan in full during the next financial year should the financial situation allow.
16. To review and approve risk assessment and management of parish council assets

Point deferred until next meeting

17. To review banking arrangements and appoint three authorised bank signatories

Online banking has 3 approved signatories

18. To approve Standing Orders and Direct Debit payments 

The list of current standing orders and direct debits were approved

Payments as per the table below were approved

	Invoice date
	Due
	To
	Reason
	Amount

	31/03/2020
	
	Ouzel Drainage
	Allotment
	£3.53

	13/04/2021
	01/06/2021
	BATPC
	membership
	£93.00

	13/04/2021
	01/06/2021
	BHIB
	Insurance
	£421.84

	30/04/2021
	30/04/2021
	J M Martin
	Clerk Salary and expenses
	£337.88

	30/04/2021
	30/04/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE - J Martin
	£30.20

	06/04/2021
	04/05/2021
	DM Payroll Services
	Payroll
	£95.00




19. To appoint internal auditor and review effectiveness of the system of internal control

Ray Foster remains the appointed Independent Internal Auditor who will carry out an annual review and audit of the Councils accounts and financial procedures.

20. To Complete the Annual return for the year ending 31st March 2020 and approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) and Statement of Accounts (Section 2)

The Annual return was completed and signed by The Chairman and The Clerk
The Annual Governance Statement was completed and signed by The Clerk



The Meeting closed at 9.15 pm



Signed by the Presiding Chairperson:…………………………………………..                                                     Date………………………..
